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Adelaide, wife of Sir Randolph Edge of Blent Hall,
foped with Capt. Fitsbubert. Sir Randolph dles
p Russia, presumably n time for Lady Edge and
Fiizhubert to marry and make their son Harry le-
gitimate.  They learn later, however, that the date
f Sir Randolph’s death has been given Ipcorrectly
and that Harry is not the rightful heir. They keep
(be matter secret, and eventually Mrs. Fitzhubert
yuccerds 10 the Barony of Tristram of Blent and re-
sides with Harry at Blent Hall. Unkmown to Lady
fristram, Mme. Zabriska and Mr. Jenkinson Neeld
e Also In possession of the secret, and Mme. Za-
sriska, wih her uncle, Major Duplay, came to re-
yde at Merrion lodge, near Blent Hall. Harry
earns from h's mother that be Is not the rightful heir
and they determine to hold the Utle for him at any
tost  To further his cause he decides 1o masry Janle
[ver. helress to Fairholme, bui finds two rivals In
Bob Broadley and Major Duplay. ‘The latter learns
o his unfortunate birth from Mina Zabriska. He
pforms Harry that he intends to tell Iver, and they
uarrel, Harry winning In & brisk tussle. Neeld
ecomes the guest of Iver at Fairholme. Mina meets
§eeld. and they form a compact to protect Harry's
pterests and maintaln secrecy. lLady Tristram
lies after exiracting from her son & promise that
%cily Galnsborough, the rightful heiress to Blent,
wall be invited to the funeral. Ceclly and her father
ome 0 Blent, but Harry falls to receive them. later
ye comes suddenly upon Ceclly in the garden and
walizes thatahe Is & Tristram, the image of his mother.
rhe engagement of Harry and Janie Iver Is announced
wd Duplay declares his determination to expose
e false position of his future son-in law to Iver.
§arry unconsclously falls in love with Ceclly and.
pithout telling ber this, acknowledges that he Is
g0t the legal helr, dut she is Lady Tristram of Blent.
fhen he steals away from Blent by night, stopplog
o advise Bob Broadley to woo and win Janle Iver,
tho loves him, He goes to London, where political
yienda of his mother interest themaelves in his case.
Selly, unhappy In her new possessions, follows
Um o beg him % take back Dlent. Harry joins
fioyd in & real estate dea! and becomes a competitor
¢ Iver. Ceelly asks Harry to ‘marry her so that he
pay return to Blent. He refuses, and then suddenly
ealizes that he loves her. Harry bests Iver in a bus!
\es8 deal and Is offered a viscounty by political friends.
3» scorns the idea of accepting & viscounty. Ceclly
elurns to Blent, determined to begin life over and
orget Harry,

CHAPTER XXIV.
AFPTER THE END OF ALL

“My dear cousin: [ shall faithfully obey
your commands Yours very truly, H A
I Tristram,” and below—very formally—
*The Lady Tristram of Blent.”

To writa it took him more than a moment
—even though he wrote first, “The commands
»f the head of the house,” and destroyed
ihat, ashamed of the sting and malice in it
fo send it to the post was the work of
wnother moment  The third found him back
it his Blinkhampton plans and elevations,
"ecily's letter lying neglected on the table
yv him.  After half an hour's work he stopped
uddanly, reached for the letter, tore it
nto small fragments and flung the scraps
nto his waste paper basket. Just about
ihe same time Cecily and Mina were getting
nto the train to return to Blent

This returning to Blent was epidemic; not
1o strange, perhaps, since mid-August was
syome and only the people staved in town
sho had to. Harry met Duplay over at
8linkhampton. Duplay was to join his niece
it Merrion In about ten days He had ran
wgainst Iver in the street; Iver was off to
Fairholma by the afternoon tralm Mr
Neeld, he mentioned, was coming to stay
xith him for a couple of weeks on Friday
fven Southend, whom Harry encountered
1 Whitehall, very hot and exhausted, cursed
London and talked of a run down to Iver's
Slentmouth, Falrholme, Iver's, Merrion -
they all meant Blent Cecily had gone and
Mina, the rest were going there—everybody
jteapt the man who thrae months ago had
ooked to spend his lifa there as its master

And business will grow slack when autumn
srrives; it is increasingly diffienlt for a man
w0 bury himself in deeds or plans, or eleva-
lous, or calculations, when everybody writes
that he is taking his vacation, and that tha
vatter shall have immediate attention on his
soturn. Harry grew terribly tirad of that
solite formula.  He wanted to build Blink-
sampton out of hand in the months of Angust
ind September  The work would have done
aum good service  fle was seeking a narcotic

For he waa in pain It eame on about a
wock after he had sent his curt acknowl-
sdgrient of Cecily's letter, laying hold of him,
ya told himself, just bocanse he had nothing
w o, becanse everybody was taking his holi-
tav, and Blinkhampton would not get itself
wught and sold and contracted for and
slanned and laid ont and built " must take
 holiday myself,” sald Harry, in a moment of
waning inspiration  Where, where, where?
He sufferad under the sansation of having no-
whither he naturally go -no
no place he could return
his e found himself wishing
that he had not torn up Cecily's letter He
rememberad its general affect so well that he
wanted to read the very words again, in the
secret hope that thev wonld modify and

goften his memory  His own answer met and
destroved the hope  He knew that he would

®here world
home,

st

whiech
wn

anve respondad to anvthing friendly had it
been thera
Yot what did the letter mean? He in-

terpreted it as Cecily had deciared he would
8he could not feel mistress of Blent while Le
was there
And. indeed, he had not meant to go  He
told Iver that tn perfect good faith t would
have been in bad taste for him to think of
Gdng of going anvthing like so sonn as this
hence, then, camathis new fm-llms f deanln-
ton and of hurt! It was partly that he was
forbidden to go It was hard to realize that
he eould «se Blent only by another's will or
sufferance  He conld almost say with Mina
and with Ceelly hersel! “Thisis the end of it *
What then of the impressions  Mina had
hered from Mr Disney’s dioner party?
,' an only be =aid that when people of im-

pressiopable patures stady  others of like
ten perament  they should not generalize
from their conduct at parties  In society
druers are #nten In JI\H‘.IM’, |ometiimes
i tional, sometimes unconscious, but as
& rule quite impenetrable 11 Harry's had
biw weonseinus, if the mood had plaved
the ran, the deception was the mors coms-
"l

e went 1o see Lady Evenswood onn day,

g1e sent expressing her desire for a talk be-
{ e Ml to the country  She had much
that was pleasant to say, much of the pros-

pects of his siorpses
And f vou do, you'll be able to think now
that yor've done it all off your own bat,”
the ndded
o You've found out
» Innghe
g
ke hs

to stemy

my wealnesses, [ seo,”

if there's any such thing as
gth or an ahsolute weak-
re relative  What's an advan-
Ling s o disadvantoge in another

hesmitled "N \‘umf'-'lhdm‘
! m o in the world, but
w a grateful friend or &

ress  The

Frliove ree Southend agrees s
L teful friend part of it Is con-
o rned | tald Lord Hove does ns
t T Bt then, ot was only Flora
L hersel! w) sildd an ”
t e
pricds t anvhody, except
A ’ b il
e "W or« ton humblie
I | w) ¢ Lo belloved e, went in,
0w
" y gny hin raKY ot pride, \Mr
s thnat Ir Hi'e vere lkely
L r " ! now oo srtled nt his
\ Yoo n the new
13 e . "
tatm moment onecarly Pos
. tar by of the Pesdlehado’
His sl bw the o shield | eonld
\ I f You're not
\ ' ! ! | von're very
t thing. \'r ‘Trinten
vork and nobeede will in Angust,”
3 Vi ' Blent  No '
- Yon sy 1re proud  There's
5 iy of showing good pride  Go and
v ey honse 1f vou do that, | shall
vor - and evern bettor than [ think
r ® prOspect e
' enany ited ®

'roor drl‘ she's afraid to invite you! Write
and say you're mmln? "
8 ea, she would She

he'd go nu{..
qonsenta 1o Nve thore only on condition that
never come.  She told me so *

I'm too old a woman to know your family.
You upset the wisdom of ages and 1 haven't
th.wlg to learn anything new

m not the least surprisa! 1f 1 were
in her place [ should hate to have her there. ”
.Nonsense. In a month or two. -—"

If anything's certain it's that | shall never
&0 to Blent as long as my cousin owns It."

~Leall itdownright wicked . ”

Wo share the erime, she and |
do_\\'lp the lnw, 1 willingly obey *

_Wﬂhnn vy

My reason is convineed. Maybe I'm
a uttle homesick. But your month or two
wl_!]rmsrw'- the purpose theye "

[here’s n great deal more
you're telling me, Mr. Tristram

Put everything yon can Imagine into it,
and the resylt's the same "

She sighed and sat for a moment in pen-
sive silence  [larry seemed to Eondnr. too

['m going to think of nothing but my work,”
he announced

So many young men in their early twenties
succeed in that,” she murmured mockingly

What does little Mina Zabriska say?”

“0, everything that comes into her hend,
1 nuprouo, and very volublv.”

“l like her,” sald the old lady with em-

She lays

in this than

phaais,
“Is there such a thing as an absolute lik-
ing, Lady Evenswood? What's pleasant

at one time & abominable at another. And
'l":‘e known Mme. Zabriska at the other
»
"Ynuu were probably at the other time

yourse
“I thought we should agree about the

relativity,

“Tanrw may always be a_substratum of
friendship,” she argued. “You'll say it's
something very sub' Abh, well you're human
in the end. You're absolutely forgettin
Blent -and vou nﬁcnd your time with an ol
woman because she can talk to you about |t!
Go away and arrange your life, and come

ack and tell me all about it. And if you're

iscontented with life remember that you
too, will reach the stage of being just told
about it some day.”

Things will come home to a man at' last,
strive he nn-e{ a0 desperately against them
if the things aia true and the man ever honest
with himself. It was one night, a little while
after this conversation, that the truth came
to Harry Tristram and found aceeptance,
or at least surrender. His mind had wan-
dered back to that scene in the Long Giallery,
and he had fallen to quenlnnln1 about hY
own action. There was a ne v I,M on |
and the new light showed him trath. “f
must face it; it'sa not Blent,” he =aid aloud.
If it were Blent, it was now Blent only as a
scens, a frame, a background. When he
pietured Blent Cecily was there, if he thought
of her elsewhere the pleture of Blent van-
fshed. He was in love with her then, and
what was the quality Lady Evenawo d had
{:rnlcml inalover? Let him cultivate it how

e would and the eulture would be difficult -
vet it would not serve here, he went to
Blent against Cecily's commands and his
awn promise he conld meet with nothing
but rebuff. Yea, he was in love, and he
racognized the imoasse as fully as Mina her-
self, althongh with moreself-restraint  But
he was glad to know the truth: it strengthened
him, and it freed him from a scorn of him-
self. with which he had bhecome aficted.
It was intolerable that a man should be love-
sick for a house: it was some solace to find
that the housa, in order to hold his affections,
must hold a woman, too

“Now | know where | am,” sald Harry
He knew what he had to meet now  he thought
he knew how he would treat himself

An unexpected ally eame to his assistance
He roceived a sudden summens from Mr
Disnev  He found him st work, rather weary
and dishevelled He turned to Harry, and
sald. without preface

“Wa're going to arbiteata this Barililand
question, on  behall of the company, you
know as well as ourselves Another in-
stanea of my weakness' Lord Murchison is

ning out for us  He starts in a fortnight

o asked me to recommend him a secretary
And I want 8o have one in whose letters [ can
place some trust Wil vou go?"

Hera was help in avoiding Cecily Put what
about Blinkhampton? Harry hesitated a
moment

“I should like it, but I've contracted cer-
tain ohligations of a business kind at home,”

it you're hound, keep your word
and dn the work If vou find you're not, |
should advise vou to take this = ITt's a good
heeginning This is Tuesday Tell me on
Saturdavy  Good-by * He rang a hand bell
on the table and. as his secretary entered,
gaid- “The Canadian papers, please ”
“I'm very grateful to von, anyhow "
“That's all right, Tristram Good-by
There was no doubt what would he thaprae-
tien] way of showing gratitude Harry went
out
He left Mr Disney's
to aceept the offer if
@ rvices for the time
Ha-want home and wrote to Tver; the letter

I;\ruonm- determined
ver could spare his

weighed all considerations save the one
which really weighed with him: ha put him-
salf falrly {n Iver's hands, but did not con-

cenl his own wish' he knew that if [ver were
against the iden on solid business  grounds
he would not be affectad by Harry's personal
preference  But the business reasons when
axaminad did not asem verv serious, and
Harry thought that he would gt leave th g0
He rose from his writing with a long sigh
If he recelved the answer he expectsd he
was at the parting of the wavs, and he had
chosen the path that led directly and finally
away from Blent

An evening paner was hrought to him A
tremendons headline caught his notice ‘Resipe
nation of Lord Hove  He will not arbitrats
about Barililand  Will the Government break
up?® Prohably not, thonght Harrey: and it was
odd to reflect that. if Lord Hove had got his
wavs, Harry would have lost hia herole remedy
S0 great things and small tonch and intersect
one another

1t was his last struggler he had no doubt
that he ecould win, but the flght waa verv
florce  Tmpatient of his auiet rooms, hewent
out into the crowdaed streats At first he found

himself  envving  evervhodvy  he passed
the cabman on his hax, the roug voung fel-
lows escaped from the factory, the man who
sold mat~hes and had no ¢ s hevond food and
a bed  But presently he forgot them all and

He was ot Rlent in
Addie Tristram, some-
wraid of hir If. he

walked among shadows=
siurit, sometimes with
tirnes with Ceclly Half
turned round and made for b rgain
he conld not he sure of his self control  But
he masterad that. and again paced the
stroote, now Iin A grim resolution to tire ont
mind and body so that these visions should
have nothing to work on, and finding blank
unresponsive weariness «hotild go their ways
wod lan ve him in an insensihie fatigne

The remedy worked well At & o' clock he
found himas!f very tired, very hungry, para-
doxieally He turned into a litrie
restanrant ta dine  The place was wr-m‘d'ﬂ"l.

1L

agiin

composed

and rather shamelneadlyv - i
national way. he sat down at nvylu'.l
tahie opposite a girl in 1 light b
blonse and n very big hat who was
Inger hoer  She

g risotto and drinkine
ned an air of exageerated primness and
gentility, keeping her eves down tow ird
her plate, and putting very small quantities

into her month at a time  Glad of distraction
Harry watched her with amuasement At
last she glanced up stealthily

“A fine evening,” he sald, as ha started on

his chop
“Very seasonahle,” she hegan_ in a mineing
tane. but suddenly she broke off, to axclaim
in n volee and necent mora natural and spon-
tannaoys: Lo wl gracious, ['we seen you bhefora,
haven't 17 .
“I'm not nware that 1 ever had the honor
said Harry
\\".-[H' 1 know vour faee anyhow She
was looking at hlm and searching her mem-
ory “Sou're not at the halls, are you®"
‘No' I''m not at the halls
Well, 1 do know yvour fnee
I've seen vour face inthe papers
get it in a minute, now  Don't vou tell me
Qhe studied him with determination  Harry
ate awny In contented amusement Vo
vou're the man who why, ves, v wi're Tris.

Why, ves,
I shall

Aram!

“That'sright  I'm Tristram.” .
Well to think of fthat' Meeting vou
Well. 1 «hall have samething to tell the girls
Why, a friend of mine wrote down to the
country, special, for your photo ©
fhat must have proved a disappoint-
ment, I'm afraild  The romance was hatter
than the horo
You
heartily
forwnrd
now/'
“Tine
swered
You surprise me' I he ohseryation
ovidently meant to he extromely eivil
there, it |sr 't much what vour
having some foh That's what |
‘I with | alwnys «n { and
ne sensihle wmd he took co
her another wlass of laker
with n siight recrudescence of

she coneeded
She l"nl.-"‘
1 get vour lving

romnnes ”
v a lord and
. how do

irnts the building treade, he an-

Wis
Rt

whois

her eves dil pot Jeave Lim n \
didd,” he heard her murnie as «f wil her
2lnns Well, here's luek to o r* tHe
had heen a dopd, even IE s wel 1 ha
pr b *You did spe straight thing s ened

What nsked Harry, o Dt <tortled

wWell, sone did sav as you'd ko t oall
along ¢ 1 don’t <ay o Ko |

Harry began to langh It dowsn’t ottty
does 2, 10 1 did the steaight hing 1 the epj?

'mosuee o+ b oshouldn’t hlnpme yon it vay
hat been a hit tapapted | know what tast
Wall " gl evening

Good evening, miss, and thank yon v
much vid Harry i
manner hal s old ness
His friends orits ‘
yvoung ady evidenly approve |

poutve no conde oy thank vl sha
with an adniiring lonok

yos | hay A4 it hppencd, 1 halieye
1 wanted somebody to remd e that 1 had
done he stralght thing in ! end, and 1'm

miteh obliged to you for dodne 1t

‘Woll, 1 shall have something to tell the
ehe sald again In wondering tones,
nodded ana turned slowly away
wias comforted, The stress of his

wmiriyl”
as s

Harry

pain was past  He sat on over hissimple
meal in a lelsurely, comfortable fashion

He gained his rooms letter lny waitin|
for him on the table o opensd it an
found that it was from Mina lg!.irinku

“We are back here " she wrote “I am
staying at Blent till imy uncle comes down

must write and say good-hy to you I

. dare say we shall never meet again, or mereél

by chance 1 am vrr?' unhu!'\py about it all,
but with two ple like Cecily and you noth-
ng else could nave happencd [ see (hat
now, and I'm not going to try to intarfere

any more [ shan't ask you to forgive me
for interfering, beoause vou've mads the
results quite enough punishment for any-

thing I did wrong  And now Cecily goes
about looking just like you -hard and proud
and grim; and she's begun to move things
about and alter arrangments at Blent  That's
what brings it home to me most of all.  ['And
to me,” interposed Harry, as he read | If
I was the sort of woman you think me, I
should go on writing to you But [ shan't
write again. 1 am going to stay at Merrion
through the winter, and sinee yon won't come
here, this is the last of me for a lun% time,
¥

anyhow, O, you Tristams! (ood-
L MINA ZADRISKA "
“Poor little Imp!” said Hurry. “She's
a very good sort And she seems nbout

right  It’s the end of evervthing' He
paused and looked round  “PExcept of theee
room —and my work -and, well, life at large,
vou know.” He laughed in the hmhfon
realization of how much was left after there
was an end of all life to be lived, work to be
done, enjoyments to be won

“But don't believe,” he said to himself,
slowly smiling. “that I should ever have
come to understand that or to fulfil it unless
I had what did the girlsay? done thestrai rht
thing in the end, and come out of Blent.  Well,
old ﬁlvm ood=by " He crumpled up Mina's
Jetter and flung it into the grate

The maidservant opened the door. “Two
gentlemen to see you, sir,” she said,

“(), say 1'm busy—-" he began

“Wa must see you, please,” insisted Mr
Jenkinson Neeld with unusual firmness
He turned to the man with him saying: “Here

is Mr_ Tristram, Col _Edge." ,

CHAPTER XXV.
THFERE'S THE 1LADY, Too!

There was nothing very remarkable about
Col Wilmot Edge He was a slightly bullt,
trim man, but {l- trimness was not distines
tively military  He might have been any-
thing, save that just now the tan on his face
witnessed to an out-of-door life  His manner
was cold, his method of speech leisurely and
methodical At first sight Hnrr{ saw noth-
ing \n him to modify the belief in which he
had grown up that the Edges were an unat-
tractive race, unable to appreciate |ristrams,
much less worthy to maeé with them He
gave the Colonel a chair rather grudgingly
and turned to old Mr Neeld for an explana-
tion of the visit

Neeld had fussed himself into a seat al-
ready, and had drawn some sheets of paper
covered with typewriting from his pocket
He spread them out, smoothed them down,
clearsd his throat and answered Harry's
look by a glance at Edge. Mr Neeld was
in o fNdget, a fidget of imporiance and ex-
pectancy

“you will know,” said Fdge, gravely, “that
no ordinary matter has led me to call on you,
Mr Tristram  You must consider this Inter-
view purely as one of a business kind 1 have
iu-' returned to kngland  For two months |
wave been out of the way of recoiving letters

or newspapers | went to the Imperinm Club

to-night arrived only this morning and
dined in Neeld's company As it chanced
we spoke of you, and [ learned what had

happened since | left England | have lost
no time in calling on you ”

Neeld was listening and fidgeting with his
sheats of paper 'l"u' Colonel's preamble
excited little interest in Harry. the reaction
of his strugele was on him' he was courteously
but not keenly attentive

“It s not agreeable to me to speak of my
brother to vou, Mr Tristram Doubtless
we should differ if we discussed his character
and conduct It is not necessary

“Is Sir Randolph Edge con erned In what
you have to say to me?” asked Harry

“Yos, | am sorry to say he is
person is concerned also "

“One moment  You are, of coursa, aware
that | no longer represent my family? legally
I'm not even a member of it [t is possible
that you ought to address yourself to Lady
Tristram my cousin  or to her lawyers ”

“I have to speak to yon  [s the name of the
Comtesse d'Albreville known to you, Mr
Tristram?”

“Yes, I've heard my mother speak of meet-
ing her in Paris ©

“You are aware that later  after he parted
from Lady Tristram -my brother went to
Russin, where ha had husiness interests?”

‘I have very good reason to know that ™
Harey smiled at Mr Neeld, who had
rently got all he conld out of his papers and
was sitting quiet and upright in an eager at-
tentinn

“What I am about to say is known, I bhe-
lieve, to myself alone and to Neeld here,
to whom 1 told it to-night  While my brother
was in Russiy he was joined by the Comtesse
She paid him a visit <ecretly, I need hardly
add  She passed under the name of Mme
YValfier, ar -{ <he resided in the house adjoin-
ing Randolph's. When he fell {ll he had
fust completed the sale of one of his Russian
properties She was a brilliant woman
she died, by the way, two or three years ago

but extravagant and fond of money She
prevailed on my brother to promise her the
price of this property as a ift. The sum
was considerable about £7,000 "

Harry nodded  Here seemed to be some
possible light on the reasons for the inter-
view

“This money was to he paid-in gold
on a certain day. [ speak now from infor-
mation imparted to me subsequently by the
Conitasse Sn-rwlr It was given under a
sromise of secrecy which I have kept hitherto,

ut now find myself compelled in honesty
to break ”

“There ean he no gquestion of what s your
duty, Edge,” Mr Neeld put in

‘I "think none My hrother during his
illness discnussed the matter with the Com-
Potors-

Another

tesse The m y was payable in

burg  He conld not hope to he well enough
to go there At her suggestion he signed
a paper authorizing payment to be made
to her or to an agent appointed by her  The
money heing destined for bher ultimately,

soomed the hest arrangement
She could go and receive the money or send
for it 1% i fact, she went in person when
the time came  and all would be settied ’
‘Quite And the transaction would
not appear on the face of Si Randolph's
acconnts or bankbook,” Harry suggested
“It's possible that weight was gliven to
that considerat oo, but It nos very
materinl I'he Comtesse, then, was {n pos-
session  of  this  authority My brother's
Hllumss took a turn for the worse. To be
hiief, he died before the day came on which
the money was to he prid *
*And she presented the authority
same . asked Harry
did

this naturally

i

is

all the

1 is precisely the conrse sha adopted,”
assented Col bdge

Harry took o walk up and down the room
and returned to the hearthrug

I'in very sensible vour kindness in com-

ing here to=day,” he sald, “and your conduct
i that of a man of honor.  But at this point
11 wtop vou, please  'm aware that prima

thele the law would pronounce me to he Sir
ndolph’'s =on That has always been dis-
clatmed on onur side, and could easily be dis-
proved on vours I have nothing to do with
Sir Randolph Edge or his property ”
I'he Colonel listenad unmoved
In any yvou would have nothing to
with my hrother's property,” he remarked
left 0 will by \‘:hxv‘t I was constituted
sole legntes
I'hen of
yvou?
“Certainly, and three years later she came
and told me so
“Then how in the world does
me " cried Harry, tmpatiently
You put your finger on the spot, Mr. Tris-
tram, but vou took it off again.  You said she
presented the anthority all the same
“Well, ves  The authority would
voked by his denth At loast, |
there's no question of that? Did she get
them before they heard of the death?

180

she robhed anybody she robbed

it concern

he re.
SUpposn
it

appa- |

| title and estates

*Apd got the money, |

I his money was pay ihle on June
10tk as it is reckoned in Russia - but w ¢
troahble about that As vou and Nesld are |

both aware, on the 18th my brother fell into a |

collapse whicl was nustaken for death
“Yos, the 1xth,” murmured Neeld, referring
tor the paper before him, and reading Josiah
Cholderton's accoun Mme de Kries
M

ive quarter,” Fdgo advised
d 1o e n blow ta her,” said Neeld
Aitted up, suddenly thrown down!
hustive s the first thine,” decinresd Wilmot
Ve Now he might have een or 2 courts
martial
Ihey knew nothing wl or of the truth
of the trus positios
Wee mav rely on oon Lord Tristram to
treat the matter with ever dejicacy, Fdge''
T sure of 1, Neeld i sure ..l} Jh
I'hiey 1t stlent then watching him for n
fow munutes  He stood leaning his arm  on
the mnntelpiece, s hrows ky bt smile
| Hingering on his lips He was seslng the
seone nenin, the soens in which he was to tell
tecily He knew what the ond of 1t wonld
e They wers stHIGngEers now Fhe seene
wottkd leave them strangers <till Sl Mina
Zatietsloa wonld he Jeft 1o sy You Tris-
traras ' Guven th hov wers “Ieistrams
po other result was possthle  They had been
throngh what Mr Neeld ealled practically
the same experience already . o that very
rantn it bad happened

r Harry's ey

had told him at e
From that attack he rallied temporarily,
bt not until his death had been reported
[ arm not the man to forget that circume
stance,” said Harry
e report of his death was, of course,
contrwdicted frately Fhe docto 1t
tending bl saw to thnt
Naturady, and 1 suppose the tossn
world see 1) i, too
) fraportunes that foe
I&th hns tor us nt present
¢ to the ton
doctar irse which
ng, N . lirod il
nivot vtervard
' havie ra d tron
Llept up ! [ tele
e, however, plain to th
td Hyve bat a ve <Liort
v knew tl My hirathe
(tie 1o tray U bagsine
] o ecouring "r n
“ t onta dispoat fven
it L hoed ] v do o sn Her o chanoes
wne the poney for v iy ' whn
her W t s ! \ o doctop's
Wi, even although my brother mld din !
wlore |t fae, nnd the anthorit he held
fonld therehy Jose 10y jegal
You mean ! wodetarnnneml to rr
it o fraud e
1Proved ol | st oremind Yoo taat ey
wother Knea v hing of tals H: was aitn
get or past anderstanding anyvining about
t | may he very brisf now, but 1 am <nil
inxios that ron should fully understngd
vl thart 'm ving to you s bevonad quedtion
imd ean he croved at any time by taking
evidenoe on the spot. it is easily nvallable
Hirry had -1t down by now nnd was |is-

tening Int st
on dhe mo

g of the 22d,” Ldg » pursued

in his level, methodieal wuy, “the Comiesse

went to the station, escorted by Dr Migretz;
that wis ¥is name—rather, that is his name;
he is still alive  On the way they met the
British \lce Consul and in reply to inquiries
from him said that wmy brother had had
another attack, hut had rallled again  T'r
Migrat> oxpressed the opinion that he wonld
live another two days, whils Mme Valfier
(the Vies Consil knew her hy that nan.e) v as
sanguine enouxh to talk of the possibility of
u recovery.  She impressed him very much
by her courage and hopefulness.  She was, |
may remark, n handsome and uttractive
woman  Leaving the Viee Consul,  they
reached the station and thers parted  Mi-
ratz returned immediately 1o my brother's
ouse and remained thore, the cace being
declired to be so critieal as to require un-
romitting nttention. Mme  de \alfler—the
Comtesse—~took the train to Petersburg,
reached it that evening, presented the an-
thority early next morning and wus back
abaut” midnlght—that being the 25d. The
nost day my brother's death was anaonnesd,
cortified by Migratz und dnly registored as
the law of the place required " He drew a
paper from his pockst.  “This is 1 copy of
tha entry, showing death on the 24th ”

“That docvrment is very familiar to me,
1t gives both styles, doesn't j12°
*Yos, hoth styles, but =  Well, vou see for
voursoelf My story i« done  With Mirratz's
connivance a wonan who neted as nurse
was squared, too, and her evidenceis avail-
able the antual date of Aeath was concealed
and the Comtesse d'Albreville had time to
present her authority and receive the money
After puving her aocomplices their price, she
left Ritasia with the bulk of it immedintely *

Harry glancad at Neeld; the old man's fuee
wus f\l|{nf excitement and his hand trermbled
as it lay on the leaves of Josiah Cholderton’s
Journal

“My mother was married to my father on
the 23d, " said Harry, slowly

“My brother died on the 22d.” said Wilmot
Fdee” "He was dead before the (‘omtesse
started for Petersburg * -

Harry made no comment He sat still
and thoughtful

“Of course | was put on the track of the
affair,” Edge pursusd, “by the disappearanen
of the money 1 had little difieulty in guess-
ing that there had been something ouce-
but what it was did not eross my mind for
a long while Even after 1 had a clue, 1
found Migratz a tough customer, and for
a long time [ totally failed to identify Mme
Valfler  When, thanks to a series of chances,
I did so, it was a shock to me  She was the
wife of a man of high position and high rep-
utation She had contrived she was a
remarkable woman to carry . out this ex-
pedition of hers without rousing any sus=-
picion  She had returned to her hushand
and children ‘-‘indmz herself in danger
she took the bold course of throwing her-
self on my mercy, and sent for me to Paris
It was not my desire to rake up the story
Lo injure my brother's memory or to brenk
up the woman's home I pocketed the loss,
A% Tar as was concerncd  As for vou, |
didn't know you were concerned [ had
never gona into the details 1 acoepted the
view which youar own conduct and Lady
Tristram's sugeestad 1 promised silence,
guarding my=elf by a proviso that I must
speak If the interests of third persons were

Col FEdge

ever affected  Your interests are affocted
now, and | have spoken, Mr Tristram or
lLord Tristram, as | undoubtedly ought to

may

hl\rr\- turned to Mr Neeld with a smile
and ‘-mn'"il At the leaves of the Journal

“There was something Cholderton didn't
know alter all,” he said A third date
neither the isth nor the24th! Twenty-four
hours! Well, | suppose it's enough!”

It's enough to make all the difference to
you,” sald Neeld ‘It makes the action
vou took in giving up your position unneces-
sary and wrong It restores the state of
things which existad .

“Before you and Mina Zabriska came
to Blent and brought Mr. Cholderton?”
He sat smiling a moment  “Forgive me,
I'm very inhospitable,” he said, and offered
them cigarettes and whiske

Neeld refused, the Colonel took hoth

“You may imagine with what feelings
I heard vour story,” Edge resumed, “and
found that the Comtesse’'s fraud was really
the entire basis of vour action If had
been in Englund the thing need never have
happened

‘It hus happened,” said Harry, “and
and [ don't quite know where weare °  For
the world was all altered ngain, just when
the struggle of the evening had seemed to

settle it The memory of the girl in the
restyurant flashed across his mind  What
would she - what would she say to this

“Yon can call on me for proofs whenever
you wish to procend After what has oe-
curred, | presume they will be necessary,”
sald Edge

‘Yes, yosa, for his seat,” assented Neeld

“And to satisfy publie opinion,” added
Fdge
‘Phere was a pause  Neeld broke it by

saying timidly

“And er l‘mr- ia, of ocoursa, the -the
lady The lady who now holds the title
and estates

“Of course,” agreed Edge with a nod that
apologized for forgetfulness

Of course there was' Harry smiled He
had been won '‘ering how long they would
take to think of the lady who now held the
Well they had ecome to her
at last -after providing for the require-
ments of the House of Lords and the demands
of public opinion after satisfying the yirl
in the restaurant, in fact  Yes, of course,
thers wns the lady, too

At n glance from Edge, Neeld rose to go

“Pray, wait - walt o minute or two,” begged
Harry “ 1 want to think for a minute

Neeld sat down again It is very likely
they were as surprised at him as he was
childishly vexed at themy  For he exhibited
perfect ecalm.  Yet perhaps ol Edge
who had given so colorless an account of
the Comtesse's wild appesl to  him--was
well suited

“I'm going down to Iver's to-morrow,”
gaid old Neeld, tucking the extracts from
the yournal into his pocket

“To Iver's? After a4 moment's silence
Harry fairly laughed FEdge was surprised

not understanding what a difference the
Comtesse's manmuvre had made there, too
He could not be expected to know all the

difference it had made to Harry's life, even
to  the man  himself  Two  Irresponsible
ladies say Addie and well, Mme Valtler
may indeed make a difference

“Yes, to Fairholme,” continued old Neeld
*We  we may see you there now?”

Fdge looked up in an interested glance
It had oceurrad to him that he was turning
somebody out us well as someabody In

“‘You'll have, of course, to communicate
what I have said to to -

‘0, we'll say Lady
Interrupted

Tristram still,” Harry

Fdge gave a little how “I shall be ready
to meet her or her advisers at uny time,
he remarked  “She will, T hope, recognize

that no other course was open to me  She
mist not think that there I8 any room  for
doubt ”

Harry's brain was at work now. he saw
himself going to Blent, going to tell Cecily

Neeld suggested, “it wonld
bhe better to intrust a third  person  with
the task of giving her this news? One of
her own sex, perhaps?®  He seemed to con-
template a possible fainting 1t and, re-
membering his novels, the necessity of cut-
ting stay laces, a task bhettor left to woman
-'ﬂu...-r.- thinking of Mina* Of  Mina
Zabriaka®" asked Harry, laughing There,
aknin  what a loss! iy had not  Mina
heard §t at first hand’ She would have
known how to treat the thing
he's always taken a great interest in
the matter and  and 1 understand 1s very
friendly  with with  Miss  ainshorough,”
sald Neeld
We shall miake up onr minds what to
onrselves soon, " sighed Harry
There can be no donbt at all,” Fdge put
In “and £ may venture to suggest, [ shonld
ant that the sooner the necessity |8 faced
the hetter
‘Certainly, eertainly,”
Sentis
I'he whols thing males me look rather
an ns+, | think,” he added
Noodoubt you acted impulsively,”
allowed It was fully equivalent
1ssent
“Good heavens, ['d bheen up
ft! It had always hoen the fact of my S'h"
He mude no pretenees nhout the matter
It never oceurred 1o me to think of any
mistake  That certifleate— [t lay an
the table still “was the sword of Dnmnocles
He laughed ns he spoke the Lackneved old

Possibly,” Mr

eall

Harry assented ah-

Fdge
to an

hrought to

phrase And Damocles knew  the sword
was ‘here, or there'd have heen no  point
in it

The two had rather lost track of his mood

Thov lonked at one nnother again
You've a Jot ta think of  Wa'll leave
vor, " said the Calone ~
But bt what am | oo ddos Ol Neold's
' ! bleat in his despair “Am

st Blentmonth?
inntaeation should came from an

suddenty the two men saw a ght horn in
es o his brow _mrew smooth, the
smile on his Hps wider.  He gave w moment's
more consideration to the new thing  Then
he riised his head and spake 14 Wilnot Edge

To be continucd,
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ATTAR OF ROSES.

This Is the Menth When the World's Most Dell-
cate Perfume Is Prepared.

Travellers who cross the Balkan Moun-
tains through Shipka Pass, made famous in
the war between Turkey and Russia, have
a unigue and very pleasant experience, when
they reach the southern slope of the moun-
tnins, if they arrive there in the month of
June when the damask rose is in ite full glory
\ spur of the Balkans jutting out from the
mountuins extends some distance southward
and then turns abruptly enst stretching
parallel with the maln range for a hundred
miles or so; the valley inclosed between the
mountains and the spur I8 wide and rather
sandy; it ia known to fame as the Valley of
ftosos More than half of the world's supply
of that most delicate of all perfumes, the uttar
of roses, comes from this valley in the cen-
tral part of Bulgaria  In this month of June
the valley 18 in all ita glory: the damask roses,
covering the flelda for =cores of square miles,
are at their best. the landseape is reddened
by their bloom: the air is heavy with their
fragrance; the busy harvest time has come
and many thousands of peasants are in the
fields culling the flowers as they arrive at
perfection’ the fruit of their summer's work, if
it in a good average year, will be about §500,-
000 worth of the attar of roses which will te
distributed to many markets of the world

It was the ifrony of fate that led the con-
flicting armies in the Russo-Turkish war
into this peaceful valley devoted to the culti-
vation of beautiful lowers  Here the sirug-
gle was at its flercesat, for the Turks fought
desperately to keep their enemies from pene-
rating further toward Constantinopla The
valley was laid waste, the rose bushes were
trampled into the sarth by the passage to and
fro of cavalry and heavy artillery, the peas-
ants flad from their flelds amid the smoke of
their ruined homes; it was years before the
valley again blossomed with the rose; the
industry regained its former proportions
only about ten years ago. to-day the rose
is one of the leading resources of Bulgaria

Fverybody knows that tha attar of roses
is very expensive, but no ono will wonder
who understands that it takes hundrods
of thonsands of rose petals to make a pound
of attar: in oths words, ahont one thousand
pounds of the leaves are required to make
a pound of the oil  The word attar I8 not
applied alone to the oil of roses, but to the
esaontial oil of anyv plant which possesses
in conosntrated form the odor of the vege-
table suhstance from which it is derived

Why it that many flowers of exquisite
fragrance are not used, like the damask rose
and a number of other blossoms, in the manu-
fneture of perfumery? It because they
dn not vield their attars by distillation cr do
it o sparingly as not to adinit of the collection
of the attar for commercial purposes, but
the attar of the damask rose is obtained
without great difficalty, and because the
flower attaing its higheat perfection in the
Valley of Rose:r in central Bulgaria that
distriet is the largest centre of its cultivation,
thongh some regions in Persia and Turkey
also make important contributions to the
supply

So to-day the Bulgarian peasantry in this
valley, men, women and children, are busy
in the fleld: stripping the bushes of their
bloom ard singing merrily as they work
The distillation of the oil is carried on In a
number of towns, but the great centre of the
industry is Kasnalik, a flourishing town of
10,000 inhabitants, where most of the attar
is preduced  The leaves are placed In a
«till of quite primitive  construction. A
small gnantity of water is poured over the
lenves, then heat is applied, and the steam
earriea with it to anothar part of the appa-
ratus the vapor of the eszential oil, which Is
then ligue.ded in a condenser, and the attar
of roses is the result of this last operation

The regular wholesale dealers can, of
course, obtain the pure article, but it is difMeult
for tha easual purchaser, even at the place
of manufacture, to buy it except in an adul-
terated form. The commodity is so ex-
pensiye that it is diMoult for the producers

is

to resist the temptation to add to their
profits by diluting it a little, The more
common form in which the attar of roses

gets Into the general markets is rose water,
which is nothing but water tinctured by dis-
tillation with a littla of the aftar

I'hough the Valley of Roses is the largest
European source of attar of roses there are
other regions where perfamery from flowers
is produced. The most important of them
all is the distriet around Cannes, Nice and
(irasse, which s ten miles inland from
Cannes. Here roses, jasmines, and violets
grow to such perfection that the processes
of  perfumery making are successfully
appli-d placing Niea and Cannes among the
| irgest produee of perfumes

THE COMPANY'S SHARE OF IT.

Plan Followed by a Ratlroad Conductor In
Dividing Up Cash Recelpts,

“I've heerd it said,” remarked the rural trave
eller to the condue or of the suburban train,
“thet, In spite of what folks ez about big con-
binations and syndicates grindin’ down the
laborin' man an’ swindlin® the poor, the cone
pany doesn't always get the best of it *

*No, not always,” sald the conductor

“But how kin a conductor—well now, not
bain' pussonal, but you, fer instance, how
could vou git the best of the company just

takin' up tickets of which the compuny kunows
how many is {ssupd?”

‘You can’t get the best of it .on tickets, "
replisd the conductor, “buat sometines o pas-
senger hoards a traln in such a hurry that he
hasn't time to purchase a teket and we col-
lect his fare inca<h  Tknew a conduetor onee
Bill Seruggins wu= his naue, who made con-
siclerable out of cash fares. and vet,  Bill
claimed that he always gave the company fts
proper portion ”

';I-.w‘- thut*" asked the rural traveller

“Well, Bl had a good route for cash fares
he used to pan an accommodation - and when
he came near his last station he'd take all the
money he had collected and throw it up in the
air - Whatever part of it atuck to the bell rope
hegave to the company, the rest was his *

I expect the woar and tear on thet there
bell rope didn’ tamount 1o a great deal

I expeet vou'reright about that, and yet,
they o sav that a ten-dollar note got eaught
on it one day

Then, | supposs he turned that into the
company?

“Wall, [ haltave Bill did intend turning in
that note: hut when he took it down he found
it was folded so derned peeulinr that {t just
had ta stick to that bell rope if it came any-
where near (t, and so he didn’t think he'd had
A souare deal

“What did hedo about 1?2

“Had a passenger change tha nota int
ver and threw it upagain ®

sile

DEMAAND Fonr SUMMFR HOMES.

High Rents Obtalned for Houses Near New
York When They Are Attractive,

‘I know of no better investment in roal

estiata, ™ said a real estate agent, “than the
simmer home near the city . The damand
for honses of this= Kind s increasing every

vear and we have more calls than wa eyer
are able to meet
Houses in Westchastor

ind In the aeoe

sihle parts of Now Joarsev are always in d»
mand and they hring larger prices every
yveur, rather than taking the contrary course,
as they weres expectsd 1o do a few years ago
n of the most marked changes in recont
vour< hus heon y the fin aof tenants who
are now willing 1o puy prices rarely heard of
b LW Seasons g

NOW We rent every v in Westohostor
eonnty hadf a dozen houses Tor rents that
rata e from $5,000 1) 3,080 uner For
m there wis nest t no arkst for hogses
tha et s el and tae demand used o
h» wgethior tor soaller and Inexpensive
Baortg e tnnt rareiy went ghaove $1,000 Fither
t toinerease inowealth in the eity or a
iy tion on the part wonlthy nen to
rent rather than bay near the eity hns led
ton ! foorpnnd forespem av e o ses, of whted
more e by vented tumn the marketr ofors
nyer Ll

or « also money to be made ot of the

snvadler o less costly houses, 0f they are
Ny W itenctive one can make o prott
ol moave When they are pore remote
than 1oag Island, Westeheator or New Jor
By | know of ome man who bt o houss
In an artractive part of the Catkills, paving
g1, 500 for the whole thing, as the houses are
bullt very simpiy there  He did that three
yYours ko i

n‘(“hh:t rented It llnr 400 A vear
P At was certainly a good real
@state investmeng” Ve

inee

INDIANS WHO HIRE WHITE MEN.

Property of Some of the Muskcgee Farmen
in the Southwest,

wasniNaroy, June 15 Ageats of the
Indian Bureau of the Interior Departinent,
who have just returned from the southwest
report more than a dozen cases in the In-
dian Territory In which weaithy Indians
are employing white men to work their
farms, being content themselves ty reside
upon their estates in ease and comfort,
plling up the profit: made for them by their
white servants The Indian Bureau ex-
perts report that there are reasens for be-
Heving that this condition of things exists
not only among the Muskogees, but also
among many of the other tribes of the south-
west, notably the Pueblos and the Navajos

One wealthy Indian, Chief Porter of the
Muskogens, employs more than one hundred
white men as his ranchmen, servants and
cattlemen The white men are not, a« one
might suppose, of low intelligence On
the contrary, some of the best cowboys of
the country are on the salary list of Chief
Porter, and oonsider (t no indignity to work
for a red man

Some of the white men are Mexican half-
breeds, of unconth appearance and inferior
education, hut they are expert: in the art
of the plains nevertheless The major domo
of Chief Porter's big ranch is an Indian, but
the American cowboys have no trouble with
him. An American cowboy named (indd
is perhaps the real major domo of the estab-
lishment, sinee he {3 the recognized leader
of the white men, though he himself takes
orders from the Indian major domo

Chief Porter's ranch comprisas nearly 4,000
acres, part of which belonged to him as a mem-
ber of the tribe, and the balance of which
he either operates for the benefit of his fellow

tribesmen, paying them what might be
termed a rental, or else he nwns the lands
outright, having purchased them from the
profits made on his small bezinning He
deals in cattle, as do most of the Indian ranch
owners, and only the more peaceful tribes
indulge in ocenpations which have led them
to be described by the Indian Bureau as the
pastoral tribes

The pastoral tribes of Nevada, Utah and
Cotorndo have made small fortunes with
their farming tracts, which they now culti-
vats with the skill of their white brothers
Here, too, according to the Dapartment ax-
yerts,it is no unusual sight to find white farm
tn!mn-rn workineg under the direction of

ndian ewners, though it naturally follows
that there are more men employed on a ranch
than on a farm, and henee the white em-
lovees are more common in Arizona and
New Maxieo

Of all the tribes the Navajos are probably
the least civilized and the least learned in
the art of cultivating soil or raising cattle,
Some of them, however, are rich men, having
shown sagacity in dealing with their fellow
men  Each Indian has forty acres of land
under Government grant, but some of these
semi-civilized tribesmen have acquired by
mirchase from their more ignorant brothers

he title to other tracts of forty acres ‘Ihis

perhaps is an excellent illustration of the
teaching that even if all the wealth of the
world be oqually distributed among the
world's inhabitants some one would obtain
part of some one else's share befora (lve
minutas had elapsed after the division The
rlmhl of some of the poor tribesmen who
wmve been persuaded to part with their lands
is dw«-rn.mi as pitiful,while at least one chief
of the tribe is aceounted worth 850,000 at the
very lowest with great herds of cattle and
well-cultivated felds

The highest stite of thrift is found among

the Muskogees, and Chief Porter is quite
the ideal shrewd Indian of that tribe Dinny
of his associates are also wealthy and en-
loy white men to work their ranches In
he Muskoges nation it is guite & common
ocourrence to discover a group of ten or a
score of Indians who have banded together
for mutunl benefit, working their ranches
in common and employing one group of
white men to care for nli the lands  This nut
only saves ax')@nw. but relieves the Indians
from a great deal of worry

Of course, when so many white men are

emploved by Indians, there |s always the
lm--n»ilut_\' that soma shrewd Caucasian
ntelligence will endeavor to swindle 1 oor
Lo of either his lands or his profits Some
isolated cases of this kind have oceurrad,
but here the Indian Agent appears as the
wotector of the Indian, in case protection
s needod  Usually it is not

Most of the Indians of the Murkogee nation,
and in fact all through Indian Territory,
know the ways of the white men and are
more than a match for many white men in
point of shrewdness They know what }-
coming to them and generally get it t
is almost impossible for a white man t) secure
possession of an Indian's land, while on a
finuncial transaction the Indian will be found
quite at home Of course, among the In-
dians of Nevada, Utah and \\'ynmfnl. there
are many simple minds easily imposed upon
But up there the Indiansa are neither so
wealthy nor so shrewd as in the South west

Along the Rio Grande the Pueblos are very
weulthy, but here a situation peculiar to that
part of the country is found hera are prac-
tically no American traders here to do bhusi-
ness with the Indians  Germans, Chinamen
and Russians have a monopoly among the
Pueblos  The white men employed by the
Pueblos are all of them half-breed Mexicans
There seetns to be some aversion on the part
of American cowhoys to working for the Pueb.
los, perhaps on account of their unclean and
slovenly mode of Life

sSenator Teller of Colorado, at whosa re-
quest the Indian Bureau called for a report
from its agents on the subiect of white labor
among the Indlans, is much interested in the
topte and intends to present the matter to
Congress in December as an argument show-
ing that our Indian tribes are not in need of
the immense appropriations for their annual
support  If one or more tribes lika the Muse
kogees after n few  years' civilization and
education can develop such habits of thrift
and shroewdness that one of it chiefs can own
4,000 aeres of land, then why can not other
tribes be similarly encouraged to put them-
selves on a salf-supporting hasis?

For years the churge has been made that
it is the duty of the Government, which de-
prived the Indians of their lands, to see that
they are supported  Thousands and thou-
sands of Innlx‘mnw have been public charges for
a4 generation  Now, thinks Senator ‘I"‘”l'l'.
it s time to look for a chauge in the systam
and with thesa facts and tigures he expect. to
accomplish mnch when Congress meet s

ALL-DAY-OPEN (HURCHES.

They Are Now Beginning to Get Thelr Quota
of Sommer Visitory,

‘Now s the time,” said a city sexton, “when
the churches that are kept open through the
day the year round begin to get the summer
fnerease in the number of visitors from out of
town.  We have more visitors in winter than
in surmmer, but we have many more -'rn\lm-r!
Insummer than in winter

The city's ehurches are, of course, among
the sights of the town, and among those that
are kept open all the time are some that are
famous, and that very naturally attract many
visitors, but all of these churches Into which
anvbody may walk at any hour of  the day
are visited by many strangers, including peo-
ple from many parts. | don't doubt that we
have, for instance, in this chureh, in
conrse of the season people from avery State
in the Union, as we have visitors also from
various foreign countries

I'o wome of these churches people
now drawn by one specific attraction  This
i« not a very old countdy, und we have no
ruined cathedrals here and that sort of thing,
but we have some art, and there are now
here in churches painted windows, or pain'-
ings, or other artistic features of such char-
acter as to have hecome widely known
enongh 8o o attraet visitors among the
travellers hore from foreign countries

I'here are more churches of the Protestant
falth open now the day through, and week
end to weeli end, thian ever hefore At prob.
ably all these charches you find signs invit-
INg people ome in You would see, for
Instanes. n sign r--.lvhn?' I'his House of
Conned 1=t 'f en to All People for Praver Throngh-
out the Da In other signs you would find
perhaps, mvitations 1o rest and meditation
thd prayer Your have observed vy lkely,
that 1 some ¢ pit the wea of rest
far irrangement of words
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i Majesty, King FEdwarrd

Robin Taylor and Comypany Call Upon
His Majesty, King Edward VIL

Coyyright, 1901, by  harles Battell Loomis

Robin Taylor will not seon forget the visit
to King Edward VII) made while he and the
Animated Wax Works were in London,

The mail that came to Robin-every morning
was tremendons.  Children all over the Brit-
ish Isles would vrite to himasking him if ho
really hal Puss in Boots and Cinderelly
and all the rest with him, and «fter awhils
he engaged Jack the Giant Killer, who was,
a very good penman, to answer all the letters,
The fact is Robin was not much of a writer,
and his signature was about all he cared
to bother with, He always sald that when he
grew up he was going to have a steam tyr-
writer and all he'd do would be to shovel Ia
cool and let the old thing do the rest.

One morning among the letters that the
postman left was one with the royal seal on
it, and it proved to be what is called a “com~
mand” from the King for Robin to come with
his people and give a little show. 53 %

Well, Robin was not quite old epough to
like being commanded by any one except
his father, so he dictated a boyish letter
which Jack wrote out in his best hand—
which happened to be his left. It ran a8
follows: TTROUL |

“My dear Prince, T mean my dear King
Edward VILI:

“I am an American boy and my papa voted
for .‘-loKInlu{. s0 you see [ do _not haye t
do what a King commands, but T have hed
that you are a pretty good sort of King, ahd
some one told me that when you were a boy you
were fond of Mother Goose yourself. You
know she was horn in Beston, and Is an Amer-
fean.  For the sake of old times we will come
out to your place and we will try to make you
forget your troubles for an hour or so.

“If you were Ring George | would not
come hecause he was awfully mean to us
Amerfeans, but as my papa says, We'll let
bygones be bygones,” ind come out, because
we want to see what a King looks like

It {< said that King Edward laughed heartily
at the independent littie letier and was mare
than ever unxious to meet Robin and the rest

It was while the King was at Windsor and
a lovely day, teo, that the party went to meas
him f ne'd been some kings he would have
had no end of hands of music and gold throne:
and dinmond erowns and scarlet robes an
monkeys In waiting and Lord High Thisses
and Thats, but something told him that
Robin didn't care for lummery 8o he dis
missed all of his followers and met Robi
and the rest hy n‘)\poinlnmm in a plece o
wood« 1ust ondslde Windsor  He was dressed
in o gray check suit and wore a very businesss

like In»-rknus derby

“fs that Robin Taylor?” said he, in his
German accent, removing his hat out of
doferonce to Cindere!la and the owner women
of the company

“That's my name.” said Robin, stoutly,
“and [ guess vou're the King  You look like
vour photographs, only fatter and grayer "

At this Old Mother Hubbard threw up her
hand«, as if she sxpected lightning to strike
the bhoy at onee, but the King only laughed
and said

“Well, now suppnse you
all these interesting people
sight "

80 Robin introdueed him to every man,
woman and arimal in the party, winding
uv with the Cow that jumped over the moon,
The King had a pleasant word for each one
and he asked the Cow just how she went to
the moon snd back, and she replied quh-k ns
awink, “Bythemilky whey, sir,” which was
not had for a cow

During the introductions Robin had kept
his eyes on the King, and when he had fin-
iahed he seemed to come ta tha conclusion
that Kings weren't half bad, so he said: “Say,
if you want I'll sav, Oh, King, live foraver!
whenever | speak to you s that proper?”

“No, it is not,” sald King Edward, with a
smile, “because I might do it, vou know " .

“And wonldn't you like to?" asked Robin,
wonderingly

“Nn, | think that something a little shor§
of Methuselah's age would suit me " .

“Well, that's hecause vou have to wenr
A crown when vou're on the throne and be-
cause you have to rule people 1 know my
teacher used to say it was awful vexing havy
ing to rule a class of bcys, and it must be
harder to rule a whele kingdom, 8ar, oh,
King, why don’t yon give the whole thing up
and join us and enjoy yourself?”

King Edward sighed a littlesigh “Robin
1 balieve I'd have the time of my life If could
do it, but we must do what we have to ia
Jhis world  You were lugky enough to be
born an American boy and you may hecome

introduce me to
I know some hy

President. 1 ean never hope to be more
than King "

Robin looked genuinely sorry, “It's hard
lines,” said he. “because you knew all the
while you were

Iikvl{\ to be King, but ne
American bov is sure he'll be President, and
that's where the fun comesin_ I often won

if 1'll get there. Well, oh, King, how woul
vou like to see the story of SNK and the
Bean Stalk acted?”

“1t would snit me down to the groun
as | believe you Americans say,” sald t
King “I almost wish now that T had in-
vited some guests, but I thought you'd feel
easier if there wasn't a crowd ”

This play of Jack and the Bean Stalk was
made possible by the help of Cinderella’s
godmother, and although there was no one
oMcially present but King Edward, many
of his suite saw it from the roof of the ?nlam
and farmers in the flelds and villagers at theit
doors were startled by the strange appear-
ances in the sky  For most of the actic
took place in the clouds after the bean stal
had grown to its full height

First Jack, who was English born (in the
reign of good King Alfred, | think), came
forward and made a low bow to the King,
who removed his derby courteously. Th
Jack's mother came up and bowed low, an
then Jock took & bean from his pocket and
planted it in the ground A moment later
it sprang up and began to grow toward the
sky In a few minutes it was as thick as &
sapling elm, and as high as the clonds

A roaring volee was pow heard in the aky,
snd when King Edward and the rest looked
up they sayw Giant Blunderbore walking alon.
on Lis way to his honse, which the falry has
obligingly set on a big, black thundereloud.
Blunderbore was singing in a voiee that
sounded like two or three thunderstorins
merged an one

Of course, | am 1ot going to tell you the
whole story of Jack and the Bean Stalk, but
it all eame onut a= it i< written, for Jack hade
his mother gnod-hy and elimbed nimbly up
the bean «talk, and tinally disappeared in
the giant's castle  In & short time he came
down again with a hen under his arm. ‘The
ben immediately  proceedad to Iny  golden

| »gge, on each of which was (nscribed “Laid

in honor of the entertainment aflorded his
V1, by Kobin Taylor
und H-.»-K Anin ,Hml'\? v Works " &

The ing wns delighted with the eggs.

Isnt it wonderful that they should ge of
gold,” said Robin

“1 think the wonderful thing is that the
hen «hould lav so many,” said the King, with
a whimsicul smile

Jiek now went up again and this time ha
found the giant eounting his money, and in
a little while he returned with seven bags
of gold, which he divided among the audiance,
Only King Fdward sggd that Robin could
huve his share

Jark mounted the bean stalk for the third
time to get the fairy harp and in a few min-
utes they saw hing running out of the castle

and the air was flled with strange falry
misic Ihis was the harp calling on the
glunt to come and recover his properiy.

I'hen out from the castle in the clouds cAme
the giant ona dead run. A< he ran the clouds
shoo't w0 that a smart shower of rain fell on
the party, wetting them not a little, but one
wets used 1o that in England and no one said
noword

But Jack put headlong for the top of the
hean stalk, and then slid to earth, barking
his shins and knees in his haste

Quick, mother, give me an axe,” sald hey
and wit'y it he began to hew the hean st
But st this King Fdward protested, " wan
no murder  The glant will surely bhe killed

Ihe fairy rased her hand and sald. “Your
Roval Highness, don't worry  This was gote
tan up for vour pleasure and vou do not take
pleasiure in killing 1« vour ancestors did "

Novertheless it looked pretty dreadful to
see the great stalk tremble and shudder,
and at Last tattar  to its full, for the giant
wis ot loast g mile in the air, and he  looked
frightened half to death and bhellowed like
tha enttle upon 10,000 hills

And he fell, too, but thanks to the fairy,
something buoved him up <o that whey Le

wns within twenty fest of the sarth he wnlad
slowly down like a feather and then kneeled
before the King

Hoven't had <o much fun sinece | was in
America, " said the Klag "l want you r»
come and see e whenover vou feel like 18,
Ratin, and bring yvour friends

I hanks, " satd Hobin I'm glad you've
hewn pleased, but 1 think we'd hetter not ges

too well acguainted hecanse, oh, King, you
uave your ways and 1 have mine, and |
assocbitod too much witn o King It might
Injure 1y chanoes for being 'resident

‘Hut vou st bave laneh hefore you ge.°
sald tie hing
No, thanks oh, King, | t'unk we've stayed

long onoueh  Good-by il f you ever
come to O, det e knoa, and we'll take
vOu on i pienl up tie PPonabise ot "

The obin ond his companions lefg the
v Poosonice vut farthe first time there
wias giumbling among tne Aqim txd Wax
Wai ke for not all of them wers sueh ardent

reptt L cans s Robin was, ant thay wmlla
'u'u'a been glid to ent and drink ott of gol
pintes
8§ me peonls never seem to realise that
go.d does nct flavor food.
.
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